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fame was very rapid. In 1910 he was a college professor,
in 1913 he was die first man in the United States, and
stood forth before the nations as ruler of one of the
greatest countries in the world. His two years as Gover-
nor of New Jersey had much to do with this swift change
in his fortunes. He had proved himself an able reformer,
an upright and honest leader, and when the Democratic
National Convention met at Baltimore in June, 1912,
to elect a candidate for the next presidential election,
several of the delegates who had been on th$ look-out for
just such a man to represent their party, put him for-
ward for nomination. There was stiff opposition, how-
ever. Many of the delegates wanted a man who would
be more amenable to party control and did all they
could to prevent Wilson's nomination, but in the end
he secured the necessary majority of votes, and was
chosen Democratic candidate for the Presidency, The
election took place the following November. Wilson's
opponents, representing the Republican party, were
Theodore Roosevelt and W. H. Taft, and it was partly
due to this split in the Republican ranks that Wilson
emerged victorious from the contest, and on March 4,
1913, assumed office as the twenty-eighth President of
the United States.

The new President soon proved that he intended to
lead the nation just as when Governor of New Jersey
he had led the State. Now in a way, in spite of his deep
learning, Wilson was a narrow-minded man. He found
it very difficult to see the other side's point of view. His
wide reading and immense knowledge of history and
the art of government had given him a firm belief in